
 
     
 

MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL LIAISON MEETING 
HELD AT 6PM, ON 

WEDNESDAY, 25 NOVEMBER 2020 
VIRTUAL MEETING VIA ZOOM 

 
Present:  
 
Councillor Irene Walsh 
 
Parish Cllr Chris Burbage 
Sylvia Radouani 
Parish Cllr Jason Merrill 
Parish Cllr Henry Clark 
Parish Cllr Joan Pickett 
Parish Cllr June Bull 
Parish Cllr Keith Lievesley  
Parish Cllr Margaret Long  
Parish Cllr Neil Boyce 
Parish Cllr Phillip Thompson   
Parish Cllr Jane Hill 
Diane Templeton  
Parish Cllr Richard Clarke 
Parish Cllr Susie Lucas 
Parish Cllr Vince Moon 
John Haste, Clerk 
 
Steve Harknett  
Elaine Matthews 
Matt Oliver  
Peter Carpenter  
Paulina Ford  
David Beauchamp  
 

 
 
Chair 
 
Bretton Parish Council 
Clerk, Bretton Parish Council 
Bretton Parish Council 
Peakirk Parish Council 
Ailsworth Parish Council 
Orton Longueville Parish Council 
Ufford Parish Council 
Thorney Parish Council 
Castor Parish Council and Co-opted Scrutiny Member 
Deeping Gate Parish Council 
Deeping Gate Parish Council 
Clerk, Deeping Gate Parish Council 
Wansford Parish Council 
Bainton and Ashton Parish Council 
Werrington Neighbourhood Council 
Castor and Glinton Parish Councils 
 
Community Connector 
Think Communities Manager 
Head of Think Communities 
Acting Corporate Director, Resources 
Senior Democratic Services Officer 
Democratic Services Officer 
 

 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
 Apologies for Absence were received from James Hayes, Bretton Parish Councillor and 

Co-opted Member of the Adults and Communities Scrutiny Committee 
 

2.  MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL STRATEGY 2021/22 PHASE ONE BUDGET 
CONSULTATION 
 

 The Acting Corporate Director, Resources delivered a presentation on Peterborough City 
Council’s Phase One Budget Proposals for 2021/22. Presentation slides may be found in 
Appendix 1.  
 
The Parish Council Liaison meeting debated the presentation and in summary, key points 
raised and responses to questions included: 
 

 Concerns regarding streetlight dimming in rural areas were noted.  
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 The pandemic had restricted plans to let out office space in Sand Martin House 
although the arrival of a Government in Hub in Peterborough could provide 
opportunities in this area.  

 
3. THE COMMUNITY CONNECTOR ROLE IN RELATION TO PARISH COUNCILS 

 

 The Community Connector gave an introduction to his role in relation to parish councils 
covering topics including: 
 

 Supporting the delivery of Think Communities and helping communities to support 
themselves and each other.  

 Much of this work took place in urban areas of the City that were largely unparished.  

 Community Connectors brought together community actors to strengthen local 
communities.  

 Another aspect of the role was supporting the COVID-19 Hub. Residents could 
contact the hub and be directed to relevant services and community initiatives. 

 The Community Connector acted as a point of contact for queries from parishes 
regarding Think Communities and coordinated appropriate responses, taking into 
account best practice and links with other stakeholders. Information was shared 
between parished and unparished areas, e.g. on scam prevention. 

 
The Parish Council Liaison meeting debated the report and in summary, key points raised 
and responses to questions included: 
 

 Members raised concerns that recruiting only two Community Connectors might be 
insufficient. 

 The positions had been advertised widely. A Community Coordinator would be 
appointed for all of Cambridgeshire.  

 Members praised the Think Communities initiative and felt it was key that parishes 
were at the heart of its delivery, e.g. via the Good Neighbours Scheme and the 
John Clare Countryside Project. 

 
4.  RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

 

 The Think Communities Manager delivered a presentation on Peterborough City Council’s 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Presentation slides may be found in Appendix 3.  

 

The Parish Council Liaison meeting debated the report and in summary, key points raised 

and responses to questions included: 

 

 Carers of all ages were being linked to appropriate professional support. 

 It was agreed that the head of Think Communities would liaise with Healthwatch 

and the Young Carers' Partnership Board to ensure that both young and older 

carers were receiving the support they required. 

 Needs assessments for people with disabilities were conducted on a case-by-case 

basis.  

 Members suggested that Peterborough’s COVID-19 infection rate might be higher 

due to the high levels of testing in the City. 

 The quality of the data on the pandemic was constantly improving. The Public 

Health team could provide further information.   

 

ACTIONS AGREED: 

 

 Presentation slides to be distributed to Parish Councillors. 
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 The Head of Think Communities to liaise with Healthwatch and the Young Carers' 

Partnership Board to ensure that both young and older carers were receiving the 

support they required. 

 

5. FUTURE FORMAT OF PCC – PARISH COUNCIL LIAISON AND ROLE OF SCRUTINY 

COMMITTEE COOPTEES 

 
 The Chair delivered a presentation on the future of the Parish Council Liaison meeting. 

Presentation slides may be found in Appendix 2.  

The Parish Council Liaison (PCL) meeting debated the report and in summary, key points 
raised and responses to questions included: 

 CAPALC's consultation showed support for the continuation of quarterly PCL 
meetings via Zoom.  

 The John Clare Countryside Project could be a standing item on PCL agendas.  

 Having Parish Councillors on Scrutiny Committees was invaluable. Consideration 
should be given as to how to better integrate the co-opted Members in PCL 
meetings.  

 Co-opted Members would require support to facilitate discussions in breakout 
rooms regarding upcoming Scrutiny topics.  

 Concerns were raised regarding Rural vs. Urban Parish Councillors in the new 
format. PCL was a meeting for all parishes but Scrutiny co-optees were appointed 
to represent the rural perspective.  

 Concerns were raised that Scrutiny Members only saw Committee papers a week 
before the meeting, making it difficult for them to facilitate discussions at PCL. In 
response, it was suggested that the timing of PCL meetings be adjusted 
accordingly. Some recurring themes for Scrutiny would not require prior 
preparation.  

 The current system of Scrutiny co-optees replaced the Scrutiny Commission for 
Rural Communities. At least one Parish Councillor was appointed to each 
Committee to represent the rural area.  

 The Chair concluded that further work was needed to develop these ideas. The 
key aim was to ensure Parish Councils benefitted as much as possible from the 
Co-optee's role, without putting them under undue pressure. 

ACTIONS AGREED: 

 The Chair to raise Attendees' concerns with officers that parish councils were not 
being sufficiently consulted on Council policies. 

 Officers to meet with the Chair and Scrutiny Parish Council Co-opted Members to 
discuss the future format and ensure Co-opted Members were sufficiently 
supported. 

 
CHAIR 

 
 
 
 

6pm – 7.28pm 
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Appendix 1 - Budget Consultation Presentation Slides 
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Appendix 2 – Peterborough Parish Liaison Presentation Slides 
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Appendix 3 – Response the COVID-19 Pandemic Presentation Slides 
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